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NURSING EDUCATION 

Dr. Hurd's address before the graduating class of the Lakeside 
Hospital, Cleveland, entitled “Shall Training-Schools for Nurses be 
Endowed?’’ and published as the leading article in this issue, is a 
conclusive argument, in our estimation, in favor of the higher education 
of nurses and an answer in the negative to the now popular query, 
“Are Nurses being Overtrained?’’ 

The second paper by Dr. James Dudley Morgan, of Washington, 
presents perhaps no new argument in favor of the higher education 
of nurses, but is interesting, at this time, when medical criticism is 
broadcast, for the reason that it is a paper presented before a medical 
society, and because of the consensus of opinion reached, in the dis¬ 
cussion, -which was that with the development of medical science, 
nursing education must advance in proportion and along the same 
lines as medical education. 

It would seem that in our plans for nursing progress, we are 
endeavoring to bridge the space between the university idea in educa¬ 
tion, as it relates to medicine, and the technical idea as it relates to 
nursing, combining the two under a new method of professional 
advancement. The old system, by which the doctor was the brain 
and the nurse the hands, is passing away, and the nurse is becoming 
a reasoning machine, following the direction (always) of the physician, 
in the care of the patient intelligently, rather than mechanically 

Dr. Hurd comforts us by bringing forward again the thought that 
conflict between the purely intellectual and the purely technical or 
mechanical, which is now raging so ruthlessly in regard to nursing, 
is but a part of the conflict in education which began with the ancient 
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Creeks and has raged ever since. We would seem just now to be in 
the thickest of the fray. The faults of the prevailing system are 
apparent. There are, as usual, many standing by the wayside to tell 
us of them. There are also those waiting to apply a remedy and carry 
forward the burden to the next turn of the road. The trend of criticism 
now and always in nursing affairs has shown faults of character for 
which the home is responsible to be far greater than faults of technical 
education. The absolute lack of established standards in the training- 
schools has made it possible for great numbers of undesirable applicants 
to be admitted, that the work of the hospital might be done cheaply. 
Oftentimes these women have been sincere and honest, according to 
their light, but the lack of home culture and education has made 
them constantly subjects for criticism in the outside world, which 
has brought them conspicuously before the public, and all members 
of the great nursing body have been estimated at their value. 

The steps that have been taken by the nursing organizations to 
apply a remedy to this recognized condition in the hospitals, is the 
cause of the present pronounced agitation in nursing affairs. 

Criticism of nurses individually and collectively is being heard at 
every turn, but for a remedy for the evils which exist, and which no 
one denies, we must go back to the cause. 

We shall range the discussion of this subject in three heads: 
the defects of the training-schools, the faults of medical teaching, 
and the responsibility of the great nursing body, and -we shall take 
up the discussion of the whole broad subject of nursing education in 
detail during the new year, which begins w T ith our next number. 

State examinations now being held in different sections of the 
country are revealing both the weak and the strong points in the 
situation, which give a definite basis upon which to work for improved 
conditions. 

The responsibility is threefold,* the reforms cannot be carried to 
a successful issue through the influence of any one of the factors 
mentioned. Criticisms, to be of value, must propose a remedy. 


ONE OF THE REASONS WHY NURSES FAIL 

A fresh instance of the credulity which makes so many people 
believe in shams has come to our notice recently, and is especially 
deplorable because of its source. 

A certain “Correspondence School of Nursing” has advertised 
in the Mothers' Magazine, and a trained nurse, hoping that the “Moth- 



